Use of the Gianturco self-expanding stent in stenoses of the superior and inferior venae cavae.
Twenty-eight patients with severe superior and inferior vena cava syndromes were treated with self-expandable Gianturco stents. Nineteen patients responded, seven did not respond, and two were unevaluable. Fourteen of the 19 who responded had complete or near complete resolution of their syndrome, and five had a partial remission. Five of the responders did not derive any benefit from stent placement because of additional problems that led to their death within 3 weeks of the stent placement procedure. The main cause for failure was the relatively weak expansile force of the stent. Complications included stent migrations without untoward effects in one patient, stent misplacement in one patient, fracture of the stent wire in two patients, and hemorrhage that could be attributed to the stent in one patient. This uncontrolled study suggests that caval obstruction syndromes in some patients may be effectively palliated with Gianturco stents.